
A Short Guide to
In-Design CS3’s Effects 

Have you ever had a Christmas/Hanukkah/what-
ever in which there were a lot of little presents, but 
then a huge box in the corner? When it comes to In-
Design, that “huge box” is the Effects tool  —perhaps 
the biggest present Adobe provided in In-Design 
CS3. This page is here to get you acquainted with 
the powerful, versatile “Effects” tab.

How to use effects
In In-Design CS3, the Effects Tab can be located 

in between the “Color” and “Gradient” tabs on the 
right side of the page. Clicking it brings up an array 
of menus and radio buttons, the most prominent 
of which are the “Object,” 
“Stroke,” “Fill” and “Text” 
options. These determine 
just where an effect will be 
applied on an element: its 
stroke (border), its fill (in-
terior), its text or the entire 
object.

Above those choices is 
the “mode” menu, which 
contains some 16 different 
ways to modify the effects. 
These are worth experi-
menting with. The other 
most important tools are 
the clear all effects but-
ton, which has a red stripe 
going through it, and the 
black “fX” button. (For more on what the fX button 
can do, see the “Making the Most out of the Ef-
fects Menu” page. 

To create any given effect, simply highlight the 
part of the element—the stroke, fill, text or entire 
object—that needs to be modified, choose a mode 
if dealing with a lighting effect, then click the fX 
button to apply one of nine different touch ups. 

Words of Advice
1: Fun as the effects can be, don’t overdo styles. 

Having too many effects together reduces the clarity 
and impact of each. 

2: If adding an effect to a box with text, be sure 
to othn! select the “Fill” option, not the “Object” op-
tion. Text is often washed out or blurred by effects 
applied to the entire element. 

3: If an effect is not showing up very well, try 
switching to the “Normal” mode. This is especially 
useful when it comes to the inner and outer glow 
features. 

4: Experiment with 
each and every mode. 
“Normal,” “Screen” and 
“Multiply” are only three of 
sixteen different options.

5: If your computer 
isn’t the fastest around, 
consider changing your 
view quality (View > 
Display Performance > 
Fast Display). This will 

help lessen the load on your 
processor without affecting how your 

document prints. 

6: Do not feel obligated to do an effect 
when the opportunity arises. Simplicity is an under-
valued trait in solid design. 

7: Don’t get caught up on one particular effect. 
A little variety goes a long way. 

8: Save often-used effect combinations as ob-
ject styles. This makes applying effects to new pack-
ages and boxes as simple as clicking a style name.
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The Effects Tab and 

“fX” menu take design 

to a new level.


